
 xi

	 Preface · i

	 A Note on Pictures, Document Endorsements, 
and Chapter Note Abbreviations · iii

	 Acknowledgements · v

1	A Brief Historical Introduction · 1
Flagler Requests Bayonet Reports · 3
Subsequent Board Report on Bayonet · 5
Contemporary Commanders · 6
The Krag-Jorgensen in Combat · 16
Historical Firsts and Last · 20
Essential Krag Bayonet Terminology · 20

2	The Krag Knife Bayonet · 25
Krag Bayonet Specifications · 25
Krag Bayonet Modifications · 31
Krag Bayonet Production Data · 34
Interesting Bayonet Anecdotes · 35
Krag Bayonet To Be Evaluated As Intrenching Tool · 36
Summary Of Responses To Circular Letter · 38
Board Of Officers To Evaluate Intrenching Tools · 42
Field Test Of Intrenching Tools · 43
Knife Bayonet Selected to Serve also as Intrenching Tool · 46
Disposition of Krag Knife Bayonet · 49

3	The Krag Knife Bayonet Scabbards · 53
Manufacture of Scabbard Delayed · 53
Sample Bayonet Scabbards · 55
Approval of Scabbard Pattern · 57
Further Delay in Scabbard Manufacture · 58
Scabbard Specifications and First Two Modifications · 59
Belt Hook Correspondence, Reports, and Results · 61
Continued Problems with Hook · 68
Board Report Leads to Third Modification of Scabbard · 72
Model 1897 Scabbard Hook · 73
Alteration Costs and Location · 75
Urgent Request for Increased Manufacture of Scabbards · 77
Continued Criticism Leads to Model 1899 Scabbard 

Hook · 87
Exchanging the Scabbard Hook · 94
Proposed Modification of Model 1899 Scabbard · 96

Issuance of General Order to Replace Older Scabbards with 
Model 1899 Scabbard · 97

Model 1905 Scabbard Hook · 98
1905 Scabbard Hook Specifications and Scabbard 

Nomenclature · 100
Summary of Scabbard Modifications · 103
Experimentation with Aluminum for Scabbard · 106

4	The Krag Cadet Bayonet · 115
Cadet Bayonet Specifications · 119
Colonel Mills, Academy Superintendent · 124
Krag Cadet Bayonet Scabbards · 125
Original Cadet Bayonet Scabbard · 125
2nd Version—Cadet Bayonet Scabbard · 126
3rd Version—Cadet Bayonet Scabbard · 126
4th Version—Cadet Bayonet Scabbard · 133
5th Version—Cadet Bayonet Scabbard · 136
Continued Use of Krag Bayonet at Academy · 140
Chromium Plating of Krag Bayonet at Academy · 150
Additional Changes to Bayonet/Scabbard Combination at 

Academy · 157
Parkerizing of Bayonet Scabbard · 159
Securing Wood Grips with Bolt and Nut Assembly · 160
Leather Adapters · 162

5	The Krag Bowie Bayonet (The Combination 
Knife Bayonet and Intrenching Tool) · 169
Issue Order for Combination Knife Bayonet and Intrenching 

Tools · 173
Number of Bayonets Manufactured · 174
Bayonet Specifications · 179
Bayonet Distribution and Instructions to Commanding 

Generals · 180
Bowie Bayonet Trials and Results · 183

6	The Krag Bolo Bayonet · 189
Manufacture and Distribution of Bolo Bayonet · 196
Field Reports on Bolo Bayonet · 198
Documentation on 1903 Krag Bolo Bayonet · 200
Krag Bolo Bayonet Specifications · 202
Additional Interesting Correspondence Related to Krag Bolo 

Bayonet · 204

CONTENTS



xii  

The U.S. Krag Bayonets 

7	Use of the Knife Bayonet in Military Service 
Schools · 217
Service Academies · 217
Other Military Institutions · 226

8	Krag Miscellany · 229
Letter Openers · 229
Wooden Prototype · 230
Unusual Bowie Bayonet/Scabbard · 231
Bayonet-Shovel · 232
Scabbard Redesigned Into Spade-like Implement · 233
Late Blued Bayonets · 235
Experimental Bayonets of 1905 · 236
Krag Related Bolo Bayonets · 240
Krags With Additional Markings · 246
Customized Krag Bayonets · 247
Enigmatic Krag Scabbard · 251
Scabbard Modified Into Decorative Candle Holder · 252
Krag Mandrel · 252

	 Appendices

1	Field Reports on the Krag Bowie Bayonet  · 257
3rd Infantry · 257
12th Infantry · 257

13th Infantry · 260
14th Infantry · 262
16th Infantry · 265
17th Infantry · 266
19th Infantry · 270
22nd Infantry · 271
10th Infantry · 271

2	Field Reports on the Krag Bolo Bayonet · 275
1st Infantry · 275
10th Infantry · 281
11th Infantry · 286
27th Infantry · 289
28th Infantry · 295

3	Summary of Philippine Trials of the Bolo 
Bayonet · 299

	 Bibliography · 309
Books · 309
Journals · 309
U. S. Government Publications And Documents · 309


